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Essential Questions

ü To what extent, if any, did the arrival of Europeans in the Western Hemisphere in the 15th and 16th centuries trigger
demographic and social changes in North America?
ü To what extent, if any, did the sustained contact of Europeans with Africans and American Indians in North American
alter European views of society and economics?

The Big Picture
On a North American continent controlled by Native Americans, contact among the peoples of Europe,
the Americas, and West Africa created a “New World.”

Key Concepts
A. As native populations migrated and settled across the vast expanse of North America, over time, they developed distinct
and increasingly complex societies by adapting to and transforming their diverse environments.
B. Different native societies adapted to and transformed their environments through innovations in agriculture, resource
utilization, and social structure.
C. Contact among Europeans, Native Americans, and Africans resulted in the Columbian Exchange and significant social,
cultural, and political changes on both sides of the Atlantic Ocean.
D. European expansion into the Western Hemisphere generated intense social, religious, political, and economic
competition and changes within European societies.
E. The Columbian Exchange and development of the Spanish Empire in the Western Hemisphere resulted in extensive
demographic, economic, and social changes.
F. In their interactions, Europeans and Native Americans asserted divergent world views regarding issues such as religion,
gender roles, family, land use, and power.

Significant Topics
1. Native Societies in Pre-Columbian North America
The spread of maize (corn) cultivation from present-day Mexico northward into the present-day American southwest and
beyond supported economic development, settlement, advanced irrigation, and social diversification among societies.
Societies responded to the aridity of the Great Basin and the grasslands of the western Great Plains by developing largely
mobile lifestyles. In the Northeast, the Mississippi River Valley, and along the Atlantic seaboard some societies developed
mixed agricultural and hunter-gatherer economies that favored the development of permanent villages. Societies in the
Northwest and present-day California supported themselves by hunting and gathering, and in some areas developed
settled communities supported by the vast resources of the ocean.

2. European Colonization of North America
European nations’ efforts to explore and conquer the New World stemmed from a search for new sources of wealth,
economic and military competition, and a desire to spread Christianity. The Columbian Exchange brought new crops to
Europe from the Americas, stimulating European population growth, and new sources of mineral wealth, which
facilitated the European shift from feudalism to capitalism. Improvements in maritime technology and more organized
methods for conducting international trade, such as joint-stock companies, helped drive changes to economies in Europe
and the Americas.

3. The Spanish Conquest of the New World

Spanish exploration and conquest of the Americas were accompanied and furthered by widespread deadly epidemics
that devastated native populations and by the introduction of crops and animals not found in the Americas. In the
encomienda system, Spanish colonial economies marshaled Native American labor to support plantation-based
agriculture and extract precious metals and other resources. European traders partnered with some West African groups
who practiced slavery to forcibly extract slave labor for the Americas. The Spanish imported enslaved Africans to labor

3

in plantation agriculture and mining. The Spanish developed a caste system that incorporated, and carefully defined the
status of, the diverse population of Europeans, Africans, and Native Americans in their empire.

4. Africans in the New World

Mutual misunderstandings between Europeans and Native Americans often defined the early years of interaction and
trade as each group sought to make sense of the other. Over time, Europeans and Native Americans adopted some useful
aspects of each other’s culture. As European encroachments on Native Americans’ lands and demands on their labor
increased, native peoples sought to defend and maintain their political sovereignty, economic prosperity, religious beliefs,
and concepts of gender relations through diplomatic negotiations and military resistance.
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ASSIGNMENTS

DUE DATE

• Textbook Skills:

- Chapter Summaries with drawn symbols for each ¶

SKIP

- Map(s)
• The Americas
• North America
• The World
- AP Tips Questions with bullet responses

SKIP

• pg. 5, 7, 11, 12, 13, 18, 20, 21, 25, 30, 31, 33, 36
- Module Review Questions with complete sentences
• pg. 8, 13, 18, 19, 21, 26, 28, 33, 34, 36,
- Analyzing Sources using H.I.P.P. (select any TWO)
• pg. 9-10, 11, 27, 32, 35,
- Lecture Notes ( just FYI)
• Pre-Columbian, European Exploration
• Writing Skills:

- Historical Reasoning Activities Worksheet
• 1.2 Comparing Pre-Columbian Civilizations
• 1.3 Comparing Pueblo and Iroquois
• 1.4 Compare North American Cultures
• Columbian Exchange Graphic Organizer
• 1.5 Compare Spain vs. Portugal
• 1.6 Compare Feudalism vs. Capitalism
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SKIP
SKIP

- Historical Writing Activity
• Pg. 16 - Activity on SAQ using ACE
• Pg. 23 - Activity #2 only

SKIP

• Pg. 29 - Activity on SAQ using ACE
• Pg. 38 - Activity on SAQ using ACE
• SAQ Exam (could be pg. 16, 29 or 38)
• Multiple Choice Test (Summative Exam)

- Test Corrections due date:

SKIP
SKIP

STRIVE FOR THE FIVE (OPTIONAL)
Strive for the Five - activities students should read or examine if they desire to score well on the AP exam. No points are available
for these optional actives.

• Complete the AP Test Questions (listed above)
• Focus Review Questions (email Steeger)
• Watch Norris videos for Time Period 1
• Examine Primary Sources available on Gilder Lehrman (Period 1 )
• Watch Crash Course videos

- The Black Legend
• Review Period 1 MAGPIE chart posted on Steeger Central
• Join Albert for Practice Test Questions of Time Periods 1 & 2 ($49)
• Begin writing vocabulary notecards or purchase Barron’s AP US History Flashcards (3rd edition) ISBN-13: 978-1438076096
($14)

Instructions
1. Read the overview in entirety.
2. Define in the margins each circled term.
3. Design a symbol in the margin that best represents main idea for each paragraph.

Pueblo:

Iroquois:

© 2003 Bedford/St. Martin’s

Mississippian:

Instructions:
1. Color the regions of the
Pueblo, Iroquoian &
Mississippian (Cahoika) peoples.
2. Cite how climate, geography and natural
resources influenced these people
groups.

North America

Mayas:

Aztecs:

Incas:

© 2009 Bedford/St. Martin’s

Instructions:
1. Label (and color) where the
three main civilizations were
located: Aztecs, Maya and Inca.
2. Complete the chart for each civilization
that describes their climate and main crops.
3. Answer how geography impacted the
development of these civilizations.

The Americas

0
0

500
500

1,000 miles

1,000 kilometers

© 2003 Bedford/St. Martin’s

Positive:

Explorer: __________
Negative

Instructions:
1. Mark FOUR specific routes explorers took and shade map areas to represent which European country funded the exploration.
2. Defend ONE exploration that led to positive or negative changes in the long term.

The World

Handout 1.2
Comparing Pre-Columbian Civilization
Student Version
Compare the civilizations of the Aztecs, the Mayas, and the Incas.

Civilization

Aztecs

Mayas

Incas

Location

Time Periods(s)

Known For

Handout 1.3

Module 1-1

AP® Thinking Historically Handout 3 (page 14)
Applying Comparison
Follow steps 1 and 2 to explore similarities and differences between the Pueblo and Iroquois
peoples’ political systems, economies, societies, and interactions with the environment. You can
use the information from the examples we walked through in steps 1 and 2 to generate ideas and
organize your thoughts, and you can bring in other observations you had while reading this
module.
Pueblo

Iroquois

Politics

Economy

Society

Interactions with
the Environment

Similarities:

Diﬀerences:

Continued on the following page.

Stacy/Ellington, Fabric of a Nation

©2020 BFW Publishers, Inc.

Handout 1.4
Comparing Northern Native Civilizations
Student Version
Compare the native civilizations that lived in the following regions: Southwest, Great Plains,
Great Basin, Southeast/Mississippi River Valley, Northeast, Northwest/California.

Region

Civilization

Geography/
Environment

Known For

Southwest

Great Plains

Great Basin

Southeast/
Mississippi
River Valley

Northeast

Northwest/
California

Stacy/Ellington, Fabric of a Nation

©2020 BFW Publishers, Inc.

The Columbian Exchange

Graphic Organizer

Name: ____________________

I he ea f ll i g C l mb
age
he Ame ica , he
ld i e ed a
ecede ed
permanent exchange of people, products, and ideas known as the Columbian Exchange. You are to
use the Wikipedia article on the Columbian Exchange and any other online resources you find helpful in
order to note significant exchanges of animals, plants, populations, technology, culture, and ideas that
took place during the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. Your general goal should be to come up with at
least three (3) entries for each box, but you will realize when this will not be possible. It is best to leave
this to your judgment in order to encourage thorough research on your part.

This will be part of your assignments that you will turn in on the first day of class.
Your responses are to be handwritten – NOT TYPED (i.e., cut and pasted).

New World to Old -->

<-- Old World to New

Animals

Plants

Populations

Technology

Culture & Ideas

Diseases

Other Sources Consulted (no set citation format – just be descriptive enough so that I can find them):

For more instructional materials, visit www.tomrichey.net.

AP Test Tips

Instructions: 1) Cite the page number and write out the question
prompt. 2) Respond to the prompt using bullets, T-chart or graphic
organizer where appropriate. 3) Must be hand-written. 4) Additional
Additional
pages whenNotes
necessary.
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Module Review Questions

Additional

9

Instructions: 1) Cite page number 2) Number each
response and use complete sentences 3) Must be
hand-written. 4) Add additional pages when
Notes
necessary.

Analyzing Sources (H.I.P.P.)

Additional Notes
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Instructions: 1) Cite the page number 2)
Respond to the prompt using complete
sentences 3) Must be hand-written. 4) Add
additional pages when necessary.

